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VARANASI, INDIA

The Informal Cities Workshop, is a 1-credit hands-on workshop where students collaboratively develop social and spatial 
strategies within an informal urban context. Working with a visiting practicing professional, participating students will 
develop a series of contextual sustainable spatial solutions that respond to the consequences of urban growth and 
pressures from climate changes. Students will learn about the complexities of Informality and gain an introduction into 
the roles and consideration for spatial practices within an informal context. The site is located in Varanasi, a city in the 
Uttar Pradesh of India, which is believed to be one of the oldest living cities in the world and one of immense spiritual, 
ecological, and historical significance.    

Geeta Mehta (Adjunct Professor at Columbia University, GSAPP; Co-Founder of 
URBZ: User Generated Cities President, Asia Initiatives)

Matthew Bernstine (Lecturer, Sam Fox School of Design & Visual Arts, Master of 
Urban Design Program)

The workshop is open to the WashU Student Body, however space is limited to 40 participants. 
To register please contact Matthew Bernstine (mbernstine@wustl.edu)

Sponsored and supported by: Washington University in St. Louis, Sam Fox School of Design and Visual Arts, 
			      The Center for Humanities, & The Divided City: An Urban Humanities Initiative


